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This year, 103 students, representing 31 different areas of study, are 

participating in the 2016 Scholars Day activities. Congratulations to these 
student scholars for all of their accomplishments, and many thanks to their 41 
faculty sponsors. Since the inception of this event 11 years ago, 709 students 

have shared their scholarly accomplishments with the Moravian College 
community. 
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Schedule of Events 

 
8:45 a.m.    Welcome and Opening Remarks 

SNYDER - Haupert Union Building 
 

8:55 a.m. – 10:10 a.m.  Session I: Snyder, Student Oral Presentations 
Session I: UBC, Student Oral Presentations 

 

10:20 a.m. – 11:35 a.m.   Session II: Snyder, Student Oral Presentations 
Session II: UBC, Student Oral Presentations 

 

11:45 a.m. – 12:45 p.m.   Student Poster Presentations I 
Haupert Union Building, Gallery 

 

12:05 p.m. – 12:50 p.m.   Session III: Snyder, Student Oral Presentations 
 

1:10 p.m. – 2:25 p.m.   Session IV: Snyder, Student Oral Presentations 
Session IV: UBC, Student Oral Presentations 

 

2:35 p.m. – 4:10 p.m.   Session V: Snyder, Student Oral Presentations 
Session V: UBC, Student Oral Presentations 

 

4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.   Student Poster Presentations II  
Haupert Union Building, Gallery 
 

12:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.   Senior Art Exhibits, Payne Art Gallery – South Campus 
 

4:oo p.m. Reception (All Welcome), Haupert Union Building, Fireplace Lounge Area 



 
The 11th Annual Moravian College Undergraduate Student Scholarship and Creative Endeavors Day 





 

SESSION III 
 
 

Oral Presentations 
Session III Snyder:   Moderator – Dr. Michael Bertucci 

SNYDER ROOM 
12:05 PM  Sabrina Signorelli Art Education & 

Graphic Design 



 

SESSION V 
 

Oral Presentations 
Session V 





4:00 PM - 5:00 PM 
Poster Presentations II 

H



 
 

 
 

12:00 PM- 4:00 PM 
Senior Art Exhibits 

Payne Art Gallery - South Campus 
Students Advisor 
Karli Franiak Camille Murphy 

 Senior Show Art Showing  
   

Stephanie Dengler Camille Murphy 
 Ag + You  
   

Rebecca Zabel Camille Murphy  
 Mountain Travel App Design  
   

Gigi Dasilva Angela Fraleigh  
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Student Oral Presentations I: Snyder Room 

8:55 - 10:15 AM 
 

Moderator: Dr. John Black 
 
Title: The k-



     I am researching the Green Bay Packers Franchise as a form of religion. Sociologists Eric Bain-Selbo, Robert 
Ellis, and Ted Kilmasewski, study “civil religion” and how sports, in particular football, have become a “civil 
religion.” Civil Religion, as defined by Bain-Selbo, means “at its best is a genuine apprehension of universal 
and transcendent religious reality as seen in or, one could almost say, as revealed through the experience of 
the American people.” I am using this idea of “civil religion” and applying it to the Green Bay Packers and the 



     
     
Title: From Non-Moral Normativity to Moral Normativity    
Students: Lily DiMattia    





     
Aisling and Tara worked on creating a Women to Women workshop to help women with their confidence.  The 
workshop used multiple activities to have women interact and to identify their own way to help with their self-
esteem. There were three sessions done throughout the spring semester that had wonderful results.   
     
     
Title: Economic Effects of the Clean Power Plan in Pennsylvania    
Students: Ross Traphagen, Shannen Mager, Rachelle Antoine, Andrew Null, Abdullah Almugheer, Ignatios 

Draklellis 
Advisor: Dr. John Reynolds    
Location: HUB UBC Room 10:35 AM 





the present day. Purposefully designed and manicured “historical districts” of cities like Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania resemble amusements parks, where all space is commodified.Bethlehem can be used as a case 
study to explore how hyperreal environments affect the process of forming place attachment and nostalgia in 



recently manifested itself in a new form, cyberbullying. Upon research, there were 15 resources found within 
the Lehigh Valley, ranging from therapeutic methods and prevention programs, to mentoring programs and 
professional sports team affiliations. After evaluating the available community resources, I set out to think of 
additional ways that local youth could be helped with bullying. I developed additional tools, including both a 
brochure and a website, in order to provide more understanding of bullying as a problem in the community. 
     
    



Student Oral Presentations IV: UBC Room 
1:



Student Oral Presentations V: Snyder Room 
2:35 - 3:50 PM 

 
Moderator: Dr. Kelly Denton-Bourhaug 

 
Title: Uncivil Shock    
Students: Joe Nehme, Hazel Swaid    
Advisor: Dr. Debra Wetcher-Hendricks    
Location: HUB Snyder Room 2:35 PM - 2:50 PM 
     
Culture shock can affect a lot of people that travel overseas for educational purposes, career traveling, or for 
leisure time away from reality. Culture shock is when the people are the different, but the circumstances stay 
the same. What is happening in Syria is that the people stay the same, but circumstances are different. A term 
created for this variation of culture shock would be called uncivil shock. Uncivil shock can be defined as when 
a drastic change occurs in a country, which the people live from fear often arising from war. Syria was known 
as a collectivistic society before the war began. From personal experience, one could go to Syria and people 
would open doors for anyone and shower them with hospitality and refreshments and would offer you a room 
in their house for the night. They do not feel a sense of trust and have to start to look after themselves and 
their family since the bombings and cities getting destroyed.

 

 

 

 



Title: John Mackie's Error Theory     
Students: Elainea Horan     
Advisor: Dr. Bernie Cantens    
Location: HUB Snyder Room 3:20 PM - 3:35 PM 
     
Meta-ethics investigates the status of moral judgments. Are they beliefs or mere expressions of emotions? Do 
they correspond to some independent reality or are they simple constructs of human thought and desires? 
These questions provide the foundations of moral thought. One of the most nihilistic meta-ethical theories is 
John Mackie’s error theory. Error theory is a cognitivist, non-realist view of moral judgments. If Mackie is right, 
then morality is non-existent. In this paper, I intend to present a refutation of Mackie’s error theory. First, I 
examine Mackie’s arguments from relativity, queerness, and epistemological inaccessibility. Next, I provide an 
exegesis of the objections involving inconsistency in relying on colloquial talk, challenges to the queerness 
argument, challenges to the mind-independent view, and the Moorean shift. I argue that these criticisms 
demonstrate the unreasonableness of error theory, and thus making it plausible that there are moral beliefs 
that are objectively true.  
     
     
Title: Teaching Philosophy and Leadership Through Children’s Literature and Puppetry: 

Summer Art Camp Partnership with William Penn Elementary School 
Students: Melissa Walko, Renee Liedig     
Advisor: Dr. Kristin Baxter    
Location: HUB Snyder Room 3:35 PM - 3:50 PM 
     
This past summer we focused on pulling “Big Ideas” out of children’s literature to teach philosophy and 
leadership. The content from children’s picture books was used as a basis for a broad range of art-making 
activities, with the focus being the creation of marionette puppets, and a culminating puppet show. We had a 
total of 21 children, ranging from grades 4-9, and they were mostly from William Penn Elementary School. The 
students who attended the camp were able to talk about these big ideas with their peers and families, and 
connect them to their own art-making and lives.  

 
 

Student Oral Presentations V: UBC Room 
2





of 2016.  Results were analyzed to examine the connection between current practice and evidence of best 
practice.  The protocol will hopefully be developed from the information provided through the synthesis of 
current evidence in the nonpharmacological management of critically ill delirious patients. 
     
     
Title: Perspectives on Education in Twentieth-Century African-American Literature 
Students: Kayleigh Ficarra, Brianna Gammel, Marne Wigfield    
Advisor: Dr. Joyce Hinnefeld    
Location: HUB UBC Room 3:35 PM - 4:10 PM 
   





     
Title: Monitoring Invasive Plant Species and Interpreting Their Origins Along the Northern Half 

of the Appalachian Trail 
Students: David Mest    
Advisor: Dr. Diane Husic    
     
As a SOAR Project, Dr. Husic and David Mest (Environf BT 41 0 0 41 2 ( ) 6 1(sc q 0.24 0 0 (v) 3 (i) 7 (r) 5 (o) 2(i) 5 (n)  (a) 2S(D) -1Q q 0. 3 (i) 7 (r)(D) 
) 3 (i) (H) -1 (n) ’( ) 81(i) 76(i) 7)(n) 25 (o)  ( ) 62 (v) 3 (i) Q q 0.g(r) 5(f BT 2 (v)  ( ) 6 (
) r) 5 (o) i:



     
Title: Pesticide Degradation    
Students: Kyle Hagerty    
Advisor: Dr. Alison Holliday    
     
Pesticides are used worldwide to protect crops from insects, weeds, and fungal diseases. Our goal was to take 







Title: Computer Interfacing of a Granular Material Experiment 
Students: 





 
     
     
Title: The Neuroprotective Potential of Intranasal DNSP-11 in an Intrastriatal 6-

Hydroxydopamine Rat Model: A Behavior and Cellular Study 
Students: Mary Spencer    
Advisor: Dr. Cecilia Fox    
     
Using both in vitro and in vivo studies, glial cell line-



independence analyses using a data set received from Communities In Schools (CIS).  Due to the low number 
of students identifying with the factors and outcomes, the researcher found no significance in relation to the 
three outcome variables.  Future research may result in significant findings with a more complete data set.   
     
     
Title: Phenol Extraction    
Students: Adam Struss    
Advisor: Dr. Alison Holliday    
     
The goal of this study has been to develop and optimize a solid phase micro extraction (SPME) method to 
quantify the amount of different analytes in water. For the duration of this project, the analytes subject to 



Senior Art Exhibits 
12:00 PM – 4:00 PM 

Payne Gallery – South Campus 
 

 
Title: Senior Show Art Showing    
Students: Karli Franiak    
Advisor: Camille Murphy    
Location: Payne Art Gallery - South Campus 12:00 PM - 4:00 PM 
     
I want to show a yarn brand that I created in my portfolio class. This yarn brand is called Gosh Yarn It! and it 



 
My methodical wall and ceiling installations confront the nature of human mortality.  I analyze the ways in which 
the consciousness of death shapes our behavior as we individually attempt to answer life’s eternal questions.   
 
Amidst all of the complexity, I’m most interested in how I can create art that embodies the great contradiction of 
being alive with the realization of imminent death.  I gravitate to commonplace materials such as paper.  The 
delicate manipulation of paper reflects the fragility of the human body.  This material, strong and resilient in its 
natural form, is now rendered completely vulnerable.   
 
My most recent piece, Cemetery, relates to the processes surrounding death.  I visit my small town cemetery to 
stand on each person’s grave.  I write each person’s name and the date of their birth and death in a notebook.  
For each person I make a paper plane and each name is written on the inside of it.  The process concludes with 
all the planes suspended in air.  Thus, the cemetery is 



community. While taking their fingerprints I surveyed each individual.  The burned fingerprints refer to the 
burning of the fingertips that one might do to hide one's identity, while also referencing America’s reliance on 
immigrant labor. 
 
I create these works of art with the intention of making people aware of the struggle and hardship Latin 
American people face as they strive to achieve what they believe will be a better life in America. 
     
     



How can one build a wildlife replica that not only looks real, but when properly handled, moves like a real 
creature?  What makes soft sculpture a useful artistic medium to accomplish this task?  How does one interact 
with such a replica? And how can suc



SOAR Grant Recipients  
Summer 2015 

 



Learning and memory in bang-sensitive Drosophila melanogaster





 How skeletal markers can tell us about diseases and urbanization in Medieval England 

Paige Malewski, Paleopathology 

Drs. Sandy Bardsley and Diane Husic 

 

 The Role of Romantic Nationalism in the Integration of Bethlehem into American Culture as Documented by 
Landscape Painter Gustavus Grunewald 

Emily Marchello, Art History 

Dr. Kristin Baxter 

 Determination of Heavy Metal Uptake by Forb Plants in the Lehigh Gap Wildlife Refuge Remediation Areas 

Laura McBride, Chemistry/Environmental Science 

Dr. Diane Husic 

 Inequality and its Impact on Financial Crises 

Perry Mindo, Economics 

Dr. Sabrina 




